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He	
  might	
  not	
  be	
  the	
  terrorist	
  you	
  expected.	
  
IT’S	
   OCTOBER	
   2015.	
   Meet	
   Mahmoud	
   al	
   Ramadi,	
   23,	
   an	
   Iraqi	
  
victim	
  of	
  ISIS	
  who	
  has	
  become	
  what	
  some	
  would	
  call	
  a	
  freedom	
  
fighter.	
   The	
   antihero	
   of	
   this	
   unconventional	
   thriller	
   is	
   soft-­‐
spoken	
  yet	
  militant,	
  someone	
  who	
  by	
  almost	
  anyone’s	
  definition	
  
could	
  be	
  a	
  terrorist.	
  Fresh	
  from	
  battling	
  ISIS	
  in	
  Syria,	
  he	
  floats	
  to	
  
Greece	
   among	
   other	
   displaced	
   people	
   where,	
   in	
   Piraeus,	
   he	
  
adopts	
   terrorism—or	
  more	
  precisely,	
   terrorists	
   adopt	
  him.	
  The	
  
ambitious	
   operation	
   his	
   new	
   comrades	
   are	
   plotting	
   will,	
   he	
   is	
  
informed,	
   decimate	
   the	
   power	
   elite	
   and	
   inspire	
   revolution	
  
around	
   the	
   globe.	
   Having	
   vowed	
   payback	
   for	
   war	
   crimes	
   that	
  
orphaned	
  him,	
  the	
  devout	
  Iraqi	
  accepts	
  the	
  mission	
  as	
  his	
  jihad.	
  
His	
  thousand-­‐mile	
  odyssey	
  from	
  war-­‐torn	
  Mosul	
  to	
  strife-­‐ridden	
  
Athens	
   and	
   part	
   way	
   back	
   tests	
   his	
   metal,	
   his	
   wits,	
   and	
   his	
  
abiding	
  faith.	
  	
  

You’ll	
  find	
  memorable	
  characters,	
  tense	
  action,	
  straight	
  and	
  gay	
  romance,	
  ideological	
  
and	
  other	
  altercations,	
  and	
  ingenious	
  improvisations	
  in	
  both	
  the	
  real	
  and	
  virtual	
  worlds	
  in	
  
this	
  gripping	
  read.	
  How	
  you’ll	
  feel	
  about	
  their	
  rogue	
  operation	
  and	
  its	
  dénouement	
  depends	
  
on	
  who	
   you	
   are	
   and	
  what	
   you	
   stand	
   for,	
   but	
   it	
   could	
   be	
   complicated.	
   All	
   that	
  Mahmoud	
  
experiences	
  edits	
  his	
  articles	
  of	
  faith	
  and	
  just	
  might	
  edit	
  some	
  of	
  yours.	
  

	
  A	
   former	
   academic	
  widely	
   recognized	
   for	
   innovations	
   in	
   digital	
  mapping,	
  Geoffrey	
  
Dutton	
  moved	
   to	
   industry	
  as	
  a	
  developer,	
   analyst,	
   consultant,	
   and	
  eventually	
  a	
   technical	
  
communicator,	
  telling	
  computer	
  users	
  what	
  they	
  should	
  and	
  shouldn’t	
  do.	
  Gnawing	
  unease	
  
over	
  where	
  tech	
  was	
  taking	
  us	
  led	
  him	
  to	
  quit	
  the	
  biz	
  and	
  unlearn	
  expository	
  style	
  to	
  write	
  
whatever	
  suited	
  his	
  fancy.	
  Over	
  the	
  last	
  half	
  decade	
  he’s	
  variously	
  posted	
  over	
  400	
  articles,	
  
essays,	
   stories,	
   and	
  memoirs	
   at	
   Progressive	
  Pilgrim	
  Review,	
  CounterPunch,	
   and	
  Medium.	
  
His	
  Petit	
  Mal,	
  a	
  tragic	
  short	
  story	
  narrated	
  by	
  a	
  grumpy	
  malware-­‐infested	
  PC,	
  was	
  recently	
  
published	
   the	
   anthology	
   As	
   Told	
   by	
   Things.	
   For	
   the	
   past	
   three	
   years,	
   his	
   attention	
   was	
  
focused	
  on	
  researching,	
  writing,	
  and	
  revising	
  Turkey	
  Shoot,	
  a	
  cinema	
  verité	
  inside-­‐out	
  page-­‐
turner	
  that	
  parachutes	
  you	
  into	
  a	
  world	
  of	
  “evildoers”	
  and	
  even	
  makes	
  you	
  root	
  for	
  them.	
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